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BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  GEO.  H.  ELLIS,  101  MILK  STREET. 

l880. 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR   1879. 


A.  15.  PARKER, 


WM.  F.  GUILD, 


C.  E.  BAKER, 


Town  Clerk. 
C.  C.  SEWALL. 

Selectmen. 

G.  W.  KINGSBURY, 

Assessors. 
M.  II.  JOHNSON, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 
GEO.  W.  KINGSBURY, 


WM.  F.  GUILD. 


WM.  P.  HEWINS. 


A.  E.  MASON. 


Treasurer.  Collector.  Auditor. 

ISAAC  FISKE.  M.  H.  JOHNSON.  J.  B..  HALE. 

Constables. 
H.  F.  BULLARD,  EDMUND  BULLARD, 

C.  E.  BAKER,  BENNETT  WILSON. 

School  Committee. 
JAMES  HEWINS,  Term  expires  1880. 


JAMES  ORD, 
A.  E.  MASON, 
J.  B.  HALE, 
W.  S.  TILDEN, 
WM.  F.  GUILD, 


1880. 
1880. 
1881. 

1SS1. 

1882. 


Surveyors  of  Highways. 

HAMLET  WIGHT,  J.  D.  TUFTS,        JEREMIAH  JOHNSTON, 

H.  G.  CROSBY,         J.  H.  BRIGHAM,         S.  F.  TURNER. 


Board  of  Health. 
Dr.  J.  H.  RICHARDSON,  JAMES  M.  HEWINS, 

Trustees  of  Public  Library. 
ISAAC  FISKE,  Term  expires  1S80. 

GEORGE  CUMMINGS,"  "       1881. 

J.  H.  RICHARDSON,      "  "       1882. 


J.  B.  HALE. 


Trustees  of  School  Fund. 
HAMLET  WIGHT,  S.  J.  SPEAR,  CHAS.  HAMANT. 

Sexton. 
A.  B.  PARKER. 

Cemetery  Committee. 
A.  B.  PARKER,  GEO.  W.  KINGSBURY,  WM.  F.  GUILD. 

Fence   Viewers. 
JAMES  M.  HEWINS,  H.  F.  BULLARD,       PHILIP  MATHEWSON. 

Field  Drivers. 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  Jr.,     CHAS.  F.  BRUCE,  LEWIS  CUTLER, 

JOHN  KING,  GRANVILLE  H.  ELLIS,       C.  W.  OILMAN, 

A.  J.  HOPKINS,  A.  M.  RICHARDS. 

Pound  Keeper. 
GEORGE  D.  HAMANT. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  SELECTMEN. 

Engineers. 
H.  M.  PARKER,  F.  E.  MASON. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
T.  L.  BARNEY. 

Weighers. 
T.  L.  BARNEY,  JOHN  ORD,  Jr. 

Police. 
GEORGE  R.  KEYES,  WILLIAM  RYAN. 


Dr.  Isaac  Fiske,  in  account 

To  Cash  in  Treasury,  Feb.  i,  1879,      .     .  $3,368.95 

in  full  for  Tax  of   1877,     .     .     .  348.12 

in  full  for  interest  of  1877,    .     .  147-07 

on  Tax  for  1878, 1,635.00 

on  Tax  for  1879, 6,550.00 

Corporation  Tax  for  1879,     .     .  576,65 

National  Bank  Tax  for  1879,      .  574.17 

State  Aid  for  1878, 233.46 

Back  State  Aid  allowed  for  Mrs. 

Howard, 48.00 

State  Aid  for  Relief  of  Indigent 

Soldiers, 45-oo 

Interest  on  State  School  Fund, .  168.91 

Interest  on  Town  School  Fund,  209.23 

Dog  Tax  for  1879, I][7-49 

of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,     .     .  417.64 

Rent  of  Stores, 434-44 

Rent  of  Hall, 92.00 

Plank  and  old  Brick,    ....  6.38 

Hay  from  Cemetery,     ....  2.00 

Engine  Company  for  Cambric,  .  1.20 


Pedler's  License, 6.00 


$14,981.71 


X 


with  Town  of  Medfield.  Cr. 

By  Cash  paid  on  Notes, $850.00 

as  Interest, 9°3-5& 

as  State  Tax, 280.00 

as  Medway  Tax,    ....  4.48 

as  Walpole  Tax,    ....  3.76 

for  Schools, 2,809.39 

for  Repairs  and  Furnishing 

Schools, 1 54.97 

for  Military  Aid,    ....  331-2$ 

for  Town  Officers,      .     .     .  622.26 

on  Highways, 1, 154-95 

on  Bridges, 208.28 

for  Clearing  Roads  of  Snow,  139.16 

for  Cemetery, 89.30 

for  Town  House  Expense,  .  184.13 
for  Support  of  Poor  out  of 

Almshouse,     ....  723.26 
for  Support  of  Poor  at  Alms- 
house,      1,366.97 

on  Assessors'  orders,      .     .  194.72 

for  Public  Library,     .     .     .  117.49 

for  Fire  Department,       .     .  400.21 

Incidental, I)I9°-35       $11,728.51 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Feb.  1,  1880,  3,253.20 

$14,981.71 


I  have  examined  the  above  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Med- 
field, and  find  them  correct. 

J.  B.  HALE,  Auditor. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  of  Medfield  respectfully  present  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  finances  of  the  town  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  31, 
1880:  — 

APPROPRIATIONS  RAISED  BY  TAX. 

Schools $2,200.00 

Roads, 1,100.00 

Support  of  Poor, 1,100.00 

Interest  on  Dept., 1,100.00 

Payment  of  Dept., 1,000.00 

General  expenses, 1,400.00 

$7,800.00 

PAYMENTS  BY  TREASURER. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

C.  C.  Sewall,  services  as  Town  Clerk,  1  year,  to  March  1, 

1880, $30.00 

A.  B.  Parker,  services  as  Selectman,  1  year,  to  March  1, 

1880, 75-°° 

Geo.    W.   Kingsbury,  services  as   Selectman,    1   year,  to 

March  1,  1880, 50.00 

Wm.  F.  Guild,  services  as  Selectman,  1  year,  to  March  1, 

1880, 50.00 

Geo.    W.   Kingsbury,    services   as    Overseer   of   Poor,   1 

year,  to  March  1,  1880, 30.00 

C.   E.   Baker,  services  as  Overseer  of   Poor,   1   year,  to 

March  1,  1880, 25.00 

A.   E.  Mason,  services  as  Overseer  of   Poor,   1  year,  to 

March  1,  1880, 25.00 

Win.  F.  Guild,  services  as  Assessor,  1  year,  to  March  1, 

1880, '. , 25.00 

M.  H.  Johnson,  services  as  Assessor,  1  year,  to  March  1, 

1880, 32.00 

Wm.  P.  Hewins,  services  as  Assessor,  1  year,  to  March  1, 

1880, 32.00 

Amount  carried  forward, $374.00 
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Amount  brought  forward , $374.00 

J.    B.    Hale,  services    as  School  Committee,   1    year,  to 

March  1,  1879, \     .     .  65.00 

Jas.   Hewins,  services  as  School  Committee,  2  years,  to 

March  1,  1879, '  4°-°° 

W.  S.  Tilden,  services  as  School  Committee,  1  year,  to 

March  1,  1879, I5-oo 

R.  A.  Battelle,  services  as  Collector  for  year  1877,  .  .  98.26 
M.  H.    Johnson,  services  as   Collector  in  part  for  year 

1878, 25.00 

J.  B.  Hale,  services  as  Auditor,  for  year  1878,    ....  5.00 

$622.26 
ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Paid  Abatement  for  the  year  1877, 58.68 

Paid  Abatement  for  the  year  1878, 136.04 

$194.72 

FOR  TEACHING. 

John  Ord,  Jr.,  Music, $149.93 

Miss  S.  J.  Woods, 333-oo 

Miss  A.  H.  Morrill, 207.00 

Miss  C.  A.  Mason, 205.20 

Miss  M.  B.  A.  Wight, 412.20 

C.  N.  Bentley, 280.00 

W.  H.  Small, 440.00 

J.  S.  Burns, 180.00 

H.  F.  Sylvester, 144.00 

^35^33 
FOR  CARE  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES,  FUEL,  etc. 

Wm.  F.  Guild,  wood  and  cutting,  South, $28.87 

Gould  &  Co.,  coal,  Centre,  two  years, 191-50 

G.  M.  Gilmore,  care  South, 23-5° 

Thomas  Schools,  care  North, 10.50 

James  Ord,  care  Centre, 120.25 

A.  E.  Mason,  wood  and  cutting,  North, 37.25 

W.  R.  Smith,  wood,  Centre, 8.00 

Richard  Cole,  wood,  South, 4.00 

W.  A.  Newell,  wood,  $1.50,  care,  S19.12,  North,  .     .     .  20.62 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Babcock,  cleaning  house,  South 1.25 

Charles  E,  Male, ' 12.32 

-458.06 
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Amount  in  Treasury  for  Schools,  Feb.  i,  1879,     •     •     •  $1,166.12 

Appropriation  by  Town, 2,200.00 

Income  from  State  School  Fund, 168.91 

Income  from  Town  School  Fund, 209.23 

$3,744.26 

Expended  for  Schools, 2,809.39 

Balance  in  Treasury  to  cr.  of  Schools,  Feb.  1,  1880,  $934.87 

Less  an  outstanding  order  for 108.00 

Actual  balance, $826.87 

REPAIRS  AND  FURNISHING. 

H.  F.  Bullard,  repairs,  Centre, $18.57 

J.  B.  Hale,  supplies, 21.66 

Parker's  Express,  doors,  keys,  lock,  etc., I9-^S 

James  Ord,  furniture  and  repairs, 11.70 

\V.  D.  Cripps,  whitewashing,  Centre, 3.00 

Lowel  Babcock,  stock  and  labor,  South, I9-3° 

"       Centre, 18.24 

"       North, 2.61 

C.  T.  Frost,  repairing  pump,  South, 1.50 

W.  S.  Tilden,  tuning  organ,  $1.50,  books,  $3.77,  .     .     .  5.27 

D.  Hoisington,  repairing  pump,  North, 1.50 

N.  F.  Harding,  repairs,  Centre,  $2.14,  North,  $10.66,    .  12.80 

Isaac  Fiske,  supplies, I9-I7 

$154-97 
HIGHWAYS. 

Hamlet  Wight,  surveyor, $199.00 

J.  D.  Tufts,              "          164.74 

H.  G.  Crosby,          "          .' x79-9° 

S.  F.  Turner,            "           201.25 

J.  H.  Brigham,         " 162.54 

Jerry  Johnston, 1 79.97 

Selectmen,  blasting  and  grading  on  Railroad  Street,      .  37-55 

$M54-95 
BRIDGES. 

Hamlet  Wight,  drawing  timber, $2.25 

J.  G.  Wfght,  cutting  and  hewing  timber, 2.50 

Amount  carried  forward, $4-75 
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Amount  brought  fortuard, $4-75 

N.  F.  Harding,  lumber, 63.78 

J.  D.  Tufts,  timber, 11.48 

Jerry  Johnston,  culvert  on  Main  Street, 100.00 

H.  M.  Parker,         "        "  Janes  Avenue, 13.27 

Thomas  Welch,       "        "   Railroad  Street, x5-°o 

S208.28 

CLEARING  ROADS  OF  SNOW. 

H.  P.  Tabor, .  $21.55 

George  W.  Kingsbury, 6.75 

F.  S.  Wight, i°-°5 

C.  H.  Russell, 25.95 

Jerry  Johnston, 8.10 

J.  D.  Tufts, .  4.12 

C.  A.  Woodward, 3.07 

Hamlet  WTight, 57.17 

H.  G.  Crosby, 2.40 

$139.16 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

H.  W.  Brock,  salary  in  full  for  1878, S58.00 

H.  W.  Brock,  salary  in  full  for  1879, 267.00 

Gould  &  Co.,  flour  and  grain, 223.88 

Gould  &  Co.,  coal, 3I-^>S 

Gould  &  Co.,  Stockbridge  Fertilizer, 10.00 

I.  A.  Newell,  difference  in  horses, 245.00 

B.  F.  Flinn,  bread, 25.73 

A.  B.  Parker,  breeding  sow, 10.00 

Cushman  &  Baker,  repairs  on  wagons 25.05 

Johnson  Bros.,  groceries, 47.26 

William  Ryan,  blacksmithing, 23.05 

A.  B.  Parker,  difference  in  cow  trade, 35-°° 

L.  M.  Richards,  coal, 15-0° 

G.  D.  Everett,  one-half  ton  shorts, 10.00 

1).  G.  Stevens,  butter, 12.22 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Wheeler,  ice, 4.00 

D.  Hoisington,  stoves  and  supplies, 4-8-55 

G.  M.  Hanks,  groceries, 56.00 

Amount  carried  forward, S1.1  ; 

2 
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Amount  brought  forward, $1,147.39 

Frank  Rhodes,  fish  and  oysters, 6.17 

\Y.  W.  Wheelock,  salary  to  Feb.  1,  1880, 62.50 

Edmund  Bullard,  meat, 53-88 

T.  I..  Barney,  groceries, 6.34 

[saac  Fiske,  groceries,  etc., 90.69 

$1,366.97 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum,  board  of  Susan  M.  Bullard, 
Taunton  Lunatic  Asylum,  board  of  Joseph  Harding, 
John  Schools,  watching  with  Warren  Plimpton,     .     . 
[saac  Fiske,  cash  and  supplies  for  Warren  Plimpton, 
Dr.  J.  II.    Richardson,  medical  attendance  on   Warren 

Plimpton, 

Gould  &  Co.,  coal  for  Warren  Plimpton,      .     . 
Hamlet  Wight,  wood  for  Warren  Plimpton, 
Johnson  Bros.,  groceries  for  E.  G.  Babcock, 
Isaac  Fiske,  aid  furnished  Mrs.  Harriet  Hunt, 
1).  P.  Bird  &  Co.,  groceries  for  C.  A.  Kingsbury 
City  of  New  Bedford,  aid  furnished  Watson  Cooper, 
City  of    New  Bedford,   burial    of    child    of    Alexander 

Mitchel, 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  aid  furnished  John  Hayford,     .     . 
G.  W.  Kingsbury,  aid  furnished  C.  A.  Kingsbury, 
Dr.  A.  J.  Runnells,  med.  attendance  on  C.  A.  Kingsbury 
A.  B.  Parker,  burial  of  child  of  C.  A.  Kingsbury, 
Town  of  Dedham,  aid  furnished  Mrs.  J.  E.  Lawrence, 
(  .  E.  Baker,  aid  furnished  disabled  soldier,      .     .     . 


CEMETERY  (New  Part). 

J.  li.  Hale,  laying  out  and  plan  of  new  part, 

Cushman  &  Baker,  stakes, 

M.  H.  Johnson,  labor, 

Selectmen,  trees,  hedge,  and  labor, 

Joseph  Clark,  mowing  old  part,       .... 
Joseph  Clark,  labor  on  old  part,      .     .     .     . 


$166.85 


130.81 

88.00 

145-5° 


32.75 
10.25 

9.00 
12.00 

7.00 
12.00 

25-5° 

8.00 
20.00 

4.25 
15.00 
1 1. 00 

23-35 
2.00 

S723.26 


$15.00 

3.00 

1.50 

50.00 

$69.50 

8.55 
11.25 

$89.30 


1 1 

MILITARY  AID  TO  PENSIONERS. 

C.  D.  Strang, -4.00 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Kingsbury, 48.00 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Howard 48.00 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Knapp 48.00 

Mrs.  Eliza  Hardy,    .     .     : 36.00 

S234.00 

MILITARY  AID  TO  INDIGENT  SOLDIERS. 

Isaac  Fiske,  goods  furnished  E.  G.  Babcock M.50 

T.  L.  Barney,  goods  furnished  E.  G.  Babcock,       .     .     .  29.75 

Dr.  J.  H.  Richardson,  med.  attendance  E.  G.  Babcock,  21.00 

A.  B.  Parker,  funeral  expenses  of  E.  G.  Babcock's  child,  15.00 

A.  H.  Wiley, 28.00 

Marcus  Gilmore, 2.00 

*97-25 

TOWN  HOUSE  EXPENSES. 

X.  F.  Harding,  book-case  and  labor, ^2.43 

Johnson  Bros.,  services  as  janitor, 57-4° 

Johnson  Bros.,  kerosene  oil, 11.04 

Parker's  Express,  keys,  pulley,  and  lamp, 11.48 

Gould  &  Co.,  coal, 34-45 

G.  W.  Myers,  window  and  repairs, 37-°° 

Cushman  &  Baker,  lettering  and  numbering  seats,     .     .  3.30 

Jerry  Johnston,  cleaning  vaults, 3.00 

A.  B.  Parker,  chandelier, 5.00 

T.  L.  Barney,  lamp-shades, 1.00 

Isaac  Fiske,  supplies 8.03 

$184.13 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

James  Boyd  &  Sons,  two  fire  extinguishers,      ....  S90.00 

Parker's  Express,  chemicals  for  extinguishers,       .     .     .  6.40 

Treasurer  of  Engine  Company,  for  thirty-seven  men,      .  74-°o 

Treasurer  of  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  twelve  men.  24.00 

Cushman  &  Baker,  supplies  and  repairs, 58.93 

Johnson  Bros.,  refreshments, 2.00 

William  Dugan,  watching  fires  in  woods .63 

A?rioufit  carried  fonuard,        S255.96 
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Amount  brought  forward \        ..........  #255.96 

Charles  Turner,  watching  fires  in  woods,     .     u  .     .     .  .90 

1  .    T.  Everett,  care  and  supplies 28.30 

11.  G.  Crosby,  use  of  horses  at  fires, l2-5° 

Parker's   Express,  mugs  and  spoons,  rope  and  wrench,  l9-°3 

Parker's  Express,  repairing  hose, 2.50 

Charles  E.  Hale,  stock,  labor,  and  expenses,    ....  4.63 

William  P.  Hewins,  use  of  horse  at  fire, 1.00 

K.  Ikillard,  use  of  horse  at  fire, 4.00 

Joseph  Hardy,  watching  fire  in  woods, 1.05 

James  E.  Pettis,  care  and  labor, 9.30 

B.  Wilson  &  Co.,  springs  for  engine, 5.50 

S.  R.  Scott,  services  as  fireman,  nine  months,  ....  5.25 

R.  Miller,  services  as  fireman,  five  months. 3.00 

Hunneman  &  Co.,  repairs  on  engines, 16.00 

William  Ryan,  repairs  on  engine,  and  hook  and  ladder,  IO-25 

J.  H.  Baker,  repairs  on  engine,  and  hook  and  ladder,    .  6.50 

Isaac  Fiske,  supplies, 1 4. 5 4 

$400.21 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

J.  B.  Hale,  copying  Town  Records  from  1649  t0  x755>  $400.00 

J.  B.  Hale,  copying  Pauper  Record, 5.00 

J.  B.  Hale,  pamphlet  boxes,  $1.50;  writing  leases,  S2.00; 

and  diagram  of  Town  Hall,  $6.75, 10.25 

J.  B.  Hale,  travelling  expenses,  stationery,  and  postage 

as  school  committee, 5.98 

Geo.  H.  Ellis,  printing  400  Town  Reports, 36.00 

S.  J.  Spear,  printing, 18.25 

Parker's  Express,  handcuffs,  $15.40;  bundles,  .55,  .     .  15.95 

George  F.  Kern,  care  of  town  clock, 5.40 

George  W.  Kingsbury,  care  of  town  clock, 7.50 

George  W.  Kingsbury,  powder  drilling,  setting  guide- 
post,  etc., 4.25 

George  W.  Kingsbury,  drawing  plank,  stone,  and  gravel,  IO-75 

Hamlet  Wight,  renewing  guide-post, .50 

Selectmen,  cash  paid  for  detective  services,      ....  196.70 

C.  T.  Frost,  pump  for  town  well, 27.00 

Wm.  S.  Tilden,  expense  in  procuring  teacher,  ....  1.20 

Amount  carried  forward, $744.73 


*3 

Amount  brought  forward, £744*73 

Chas.  Hamant,  insurance  on  town  house, 1 87.50 

Chas.  Hamant,  insurance  on  school-houses, S1^0 

Chas.  Hamant,  insurance  on  almshouse, 11.00 

Milton  Clark,  insurance  on  town  house,       ....'.  56.25 

Estate  of  J.  J.  Adams,  street  lamp  and  ladder,     .     .     .  6.00 

Philip  Mathewson,  wheel-jack, 1.00 

J.  L.  Fairbanks,  book,  paper,  and  binding, 26.35 

C.  E.  Baker,  special  police  services, 2.00 

Joel  H.  Doyen,  special  police  services, 2.00 

H.  J.  Dunn,  special  police  services, 2.00 

State  tax,  1879, 280.00 

Walpole  and  Med  way  tax,  1879, 8.24 

A.  B.  Parker,  expenses  incurred  in  burial  of  Mrs.  Geo. 

W.  Chenery, 21.00 

Jas.  Hewins,  Esq.,  looking  up  settlement  of  Mrs.  Cook,  20.00 

N.  F.  Harding,  guide-boards, 2.55 

Lowel  Babcock,  painting  guide-boards, 2.00 

Wm.  P.  Hewins,  3  street  books  for  assessors 4.05 

A#  B.  Parkers,  returning  20  deaths, 5.00 

J.  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  iron  rod  for  guide-post, 2.00 

Ely  &  Gates,  legal  advice  in  case  of  H.  W.  Brock,  .     .  7.00 

C.  C.  Sewall,  recording  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  20.60 
C.  C.  Sewall,  stationery  and  postage,  Si. 00;  attendance 

at  Dover,  S2.00, 3.00 

Isaac  Fiske,  stationery  and  postage  for  town  officers,    .  5.57 

R.  A.  Battelle,  returning  29  deaths, 7.25 

#i,478-59 


NOTES. 

A.  W.  Cleveland,  note  in  full, $150.00 

Adeline  Ross,  note  in  part, 75-°° 

E.  A.  Wheeler,  note  in  full, 450.00 

Benjamin  Chenery,  note  in  part, 150.00 

Cynthia  Clark,  note  in  part, 25.00 

$850.00 


&  ^a,My/u 
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INTEREST. 

Eunice  M.  Chenery, $450.00 

F.  D.  Ellis, 150.00 

A.  W.  Cleveland, 18.25 

Clarissa  Wight, 6.00 

Benjamin  Chenery, 81.92 

K.  A.  Wheeler, 3I-5° 

R.  E.  Sherman, IO-5° 

Catherine  Hartshorn, -   .  6.00 

Chas.  Hamant,  School  Fund  Note, 149.41 

$9°3-58 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Trustees,  Dog  Tax,  as  per  vote  of  Town, $117.49 

RECAPITULATION. 

Notes  and  Interest, $r>753-58 

Teaching,  care,  and  fuel, 2,809.39 

Repairs  and  furnishing  schools, 154.97 

Military  aid, 33  * -2*5 

Town  officers, 622.26 

Highways, 1,154-95 

Bridges, 208.28 

Clearing  snow  from  road, 139.16 

Cemetery, 89.30 

Town  house  expense, 184.13 

Support  of  poor, 2,090.23 

On  Assessor's  orders, 194.72" 

Public  Library, 117.49 

Fire  department, 400.21 

Incidentals, 1,478.59 

$11,728.51 

RESOURCES. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Feb.  1,  1880, $3,253.20 

Uncollected  taxes,  1878, 93-79 

Uncollected  taxes,  1879, 1,589.92 

Due  from  State  to  Jan.  1,  1880,  for  military  aid,  .     .     .  291.12 

Due  from  H.  W.  Brock, 83.64 

$5,311-67 


«5 

LIABILITIES. 
Bills  payable,  Feb.  i,  1880. 

Clarissa  Wight, Si 00.00 

Cynthia  Clark,           75-°° 

Catherine  Hartshorn, 100.00 

Benj.  Chenery, 1,300.00 

R.  E.  Sherman, 175-00 

Polly  Russell, 100.00 

A.  C.  Ross, 150.00 

F.  D.  Ellis, 2,000.00 

F.  D.  Ellis, 500.00 

Catherine  Hartshorn, 75-°° 

Trustees  of  school-fund,    ......  1,996.20 

394.oo 

"         "             "             100.00 

87,065.20 
Outstanding  order, 108.00 

$7>I73-2° 

Liabilities  exceed  resources, $1,861.53 

The  figures  above  submitted  cover  the  transactions  for  the  year 
ending  Feb.  1,  1880. 

While  $1,000  was  voted  to  reduce  the  indebtedness  of  the  town, 
and  there  was  actually  $850  paid  out  on  it,  it  will  be  noticed  the 
amount  now  owed  by  the  town  is  only  some  S200  less  than 
reported  the  past  year.  We  can  account  for  this  by  the  fact  that 
the  entire  insurance  on  the  town  house  of  $20,000  expired,  and 
had  to  be  renewed,  as  well  as  one  policy  on  each  the  North  and 
Centre  school-houses  and  almshouse,  entailing  an  expense  for  in- 
surance, which  is  nearly  all  for  five  years,  of  $306.25. 

We  have  also  taken  the  responsibility  of  employing  detective  in 
the  service  of  the  town  to  the  amount  of  nearly  S200.  Other 
unusual  expenses  will  be  found  in  items  as  shown. 

GUIDE-BOARDS. 

New  guide-boards  have  been  put  up,  or  old  ones  repaired,  where 
necessary,  in  all  places  where  it  has  been  usual  to  maintain  them. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  B.  PARKER,  ] 

G.  W.  KINGBSURY,    \  Selectmen  of  Medfield. 

WM.  F.  GUILD,  J 


COLLECTORS'  REPORTS. 


1\.  A.  Battelle,  Collector  for  1876-77,  in  account  with  the  Town  of 

Medfield:  — 

Dr. 

To  uncollected  Tax,  Feb.  t,  1879, $348.12 

To  Interest  on  hand,  Feb.  1,  1879,     ' io5-°4 

To  Interest  collected  to  Feb.  1,  1880, 42.03 

$495-!9 
Cr. 

By  Taxes  paid  Treasurer, $348.12 

By  Interest  paid  Treasurer, 147-07 

$49S-19 

M.  H.  Johnson,  Collector  for   1878-79,  in  account  with  the  Town 
of  Medfield  :  — 

Dr. 

To  uncollected  Tax,  Feb.  1,  1879 $1,728.79 

Or. 

By  paid  Treasurer  on  Tax  for  1878, $1,635.00 

By  Tax  yet  uncollected, 93-79 

$1,728.79 
Dr. 

To  commitment  for  1879, $8,875.09 

Cr. 

By  paid  Treasurer  on  Taxes  of  1879, $6,550.00 

By  paid  County  Tax,  1879, 735.17 

By  Taxes  yet  uncollected, 1,589.92 

$8,875.09 

M.  H.  JOHNSON,  Collector. 
Medfield,  Feb.  1,  1880. 

I  have  examined  the  above  accounts,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

1.  B.   HALE,  Auditor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 


We  respectfully  present  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of 
this  department :  — 

We  have  labored  under  great  disadvantages  during  the  past 
year.  We  have  been  obliged  to  buy  two  horses,  a  harness,  mow- 
ing-machine, and  some  new  stoves.  This  has  made  the  expenses 
greater  than  in  some  previous  years. 

We  felt  it  our  duty  to  discharge  the  keeper  of  the  almshouse,  as 
he  did  not  do  the  work  to  our  satisfaction,  and  some  of  it  he  did 
not  do  at  all. 

The  crops  have  not  proved  as  good  as  they  would,  had  they  been 
taken  care  of  properly.  The  corn  crop  was  the  poorest  that  has 
been  raised  on  the  place  for  a  number  of  years,  owing,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  its  not  having  been  manured  properly,  and  not  having 
the  care  that  it  should  have  had.  The  crop  of  mangels  was  only 
about  three  tons,  where  there  ought  to  have  been  eight  or  nine  tons. 
The  crop  of  potatoes  was  very  good. 

The  number  of  tramps  has  decreased  more  than  one-half  since 
our  last  report. 

Amount  of  personal  property  at  Almshouse,  Feb.  i,  1879,     $1,721.65 
Amount  of  personal  property,  Feb.  1,  1880, 1,912.65 

Gain, $191.00 

CASH   RECEIPTS  BY  OVERSEERS. 

Cash  in  hands  of  overseers,  Feb.  1,  1879, ^I°4-I5 

Cash  received  from  H.  W.  Brock, 220.60 

Cash  received  from  H.  P.  Tabor,  for  milk 62.80 

Cash  received  for  potatoes, 16.75 

Cash  received  of  E.  Bullard,  for  pork  and  calves,      .     .  46.60 

Cash  received  of  D.  Hoisington,  for  old  iron  and  stove,  5.27 

Cash-received  for  two  tons  of  mangels 24.00 

Cash  received  for  hay  sold  last  year, 12.46 

Amount  carried  forward, %  \ 
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Amount  brought  forward #492.63 

Cash  from  town  of  Milford,  for  board  of  pauper,  .     .     .  3.00 

Cash  received  for  hens  and  eggs, 6.41 

( 'ash  received  for  service  of  bull 6.00 

Cash  received  for  two  calves 3.00 

(  'ash  received  for  axe-handles,  etc 6.00 

$517.04 


CASH   PAYMENTS  BY  OVERSEERS. 

Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer,  for  milk, S3 2 7. 7 6 

Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer,  for  mangels,      .     .     .     .     .  24.00 

Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer,  for  potatoes, Cv75 

Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer,  for  pork  and  calves,  .     .     .  46.60 

Cash  paid  H.  P.  Tabor,  for  mowing-machine 65.00 

Cash  paid  H.  P.  Tabor,  expenses  to  New  Bedford,   .     .  4.60" 

Cash  paid  for  grinding  corn, 1.14 

Cash  paid  on  G.  D.  Everett's  bill, 3.16 

Cash  paid  D.  D.  Curtis,  sawing  bill, 1.00 

Cash  paid  J.  A.  Newell,  on  harness, 16.46 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers,  Feb.  1,  1880, :i-57 

^5I7-°4 


ARTICLES  SOLD  BY  H.  W.  BROCK  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Milk  sold  to  J.  Keenan, $298.08 

Milk  sold  to  other  parties, 16.01 

Hay  sold, 33.00 

Eggs  sold, 5.37 

Potatoes  sold, 3.20 

Pigs  sold, 12.00 

Hens  sold, 5.00 

Sundry  other  articles, '  21.91 

Service  of  bull, 4.50 

$399-°7 


l9 


ARTICLES  BOUGHT  BY  H.  W.  BROCK  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  to  Overseers  for  milk, $220.60 

Paid  G.  Morrill,  for  haying 23-25 

Paid  for  hen  manure, 1 4.25 

Paid  for  potatoes  for  seed 1 7.50 

Paid  for  butter, 12.66 

Paid  for  grinding  corn. 6.81 

Paid  for  one  barrel  of  soap 6.25 

Paid  for  sundry  articles 11. 01 

Paid  for  seeds, 2.10 

Paid  for  killing  hogs, 1.00 

^3i5-43 
Due  the  Town  from  H.  W.  Brock,  to  square  his  account.  83.64 

S399.07 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE  DEPARTMENT. 

Dr. 

Amount  paid  by  Town  Treasurer  for  expenses  at  Alms- 
house,        Si, 366. 97 

Amount  paid  by  Overseers, 9J-3° 

Amount  paid  H.  W.  Brock, 94.83 

Amount  of  salaries  of  Overseers, 80.00 

$1,633.16 

Cr. 

Received  by  Overseers,  as  per  schedule,     .     .  $5 17.04 

Received  by  Town  Treasurer 3.53 

Bill  due  the  department, 43.54 

Due  from  H.  W.  Brock, 83.64 

Gain  from  last  year's  appraisal, 191.00 

Providing  for  323  tramps,  at  20  cts.  each,    .     .  64.60 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers, n-57 

Cost  of  paupers  at  Almshouse,    .     .     .  $718.24 
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PAUPERS  IN  ALMSHOUSE. 


Silas  Allen,  85  years.  Arthur  Bailey,  25  years. 

Herbert  A.  Kingsbury,  34  years,  t  r  months. 
Average  number  of   paupers  in  Almshouse,  2\.     Average  cost 
of  each  pauper  per  week,  $6.12. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  KINGSBURY,  \   Overseers 
C.  E.  BAKER,  V        of 

A.  E.  MASON,  Poor. 


I  have  examined  the  above  accounts  of  the  Overseers,  and  find  them  correct. 

J.  B.  HALE, 

Auditor. 


REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


Balance,  Feb.  i,  1879,  of  appropriation  unexpended,  .     .     $110.02 

Expended  to  date  therefrom, 69.50 

Received  from  former  committee,  cash, 23.10 

The  new  part  has  been  laid  out  into  thirty  six  lots,  two  of  which 
have  been  sold.  The  appraisal  put  upon  them  has  been  placed  at 
twenty  dollars  per  lot. 

Trees  have  been  set  out  along  the  front,  and  a  hedge  set  out  on 
the  lower  end,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  an  improvement. 

There  is  still  land  left  not  laid  out. 

A  book  of  record  has  been  procured,  in  which  is  a  plot  of  the 
lots  in  the  new  part,  on  which  the  owners'  names  can  be  put  as 
fast  as  lots  are  sold.  There  is  also  room  for  recording  deeds  or 
such  other  matters  as  may  pertain  to  the  cemetery,  either  the  old 
or  new  parts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  B.  PARKER,  ] 

GEO.  W.  KINGSBURY,    j>  Committee. 

WM.  F.  GUILD, 
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REPORT  OF  ENGINEERS. 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

Gentlemen, —  We  beg  leave  to  report  our  department  in  good  and 
effective  condition. 

Both  the  Engine  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  are  well 
officered,  well  organized,  and  composed  of  men  ready  and  willing 
to  respond  to  every  call  of  duty ;  to  do  all  in  their  power  in 
extinguishing  fires. 

The  apparatus  is  all  in  good  working  condition,  and  well  cared 
for. 

The  two  extinguishers  provided  for  the  truck  the  past  year  have 
proved  an  addition  well  worth  the  cost. 

We  have  nine  hundred  feet  of  hose,  eight  hundred  of  which  are 
linen  and  good. 

We  recommend  the  purchase  of  three  hundred  feet  more  of  new 
this  year,  which  will  add  very  much  to  our  power  for  good, —  either 
as  one  long  line  where  water  is  distant,  or  for  a  double  stream 
when  such  is  practicable. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

OF    THE 
TOWN  OF  MEDFIELD,  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL,  1880. 

Chief  Engineer,  H.  M.  Parker. 

First  Assistant  Engineer,  F.  E.  Mason. 

Second  Assistant  Engineer, . 
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MEDFIEL1)   FIRE  ENGINE  COMPANY,  N- 


Foreman,  Paschal  C.  Grover. 

First  Assistant  Foretnan,  B.  F.  Crehore. 

Second  Assistant  Foreman,  F.  M.  Smith. 

Clerk,  B.  F.  Crehore. 

Steward,  E.  T.  Everett. 


J.  E.  Lonergax. 

C.  F.  Davis, 

R.  Wright. 

A.  A.  Blake.  S.H. 

S.  R.  Scott. 

E.  W.  Kingsbury, 

J.  H.  Baker,  Jr., 

R.  Weiker. 

A.  C.  Gilbert. 

G.  R.  Keyes, 

E.  O.  Grover. 

C.  L.  Pooler, 

D.  L.  Stain, 

E.  W.  Perkins, 


Af embers. 


L.  A.  Haynes, 

L.  Wolfe, 

G.  F.  Stone,  S.H., 

W.  A.  Coolidge,  S.H., 

T.  F.  Barney, 

Thos.  Arquin, 

A.  J.  Babcock,  S.H., 

J.  H.  Schlusemeyer, 

H.  Mann, 

J.  H.  DONLAN, 

W.   H.  BULLARD, 

G.  W.  Morrill, 
G.  H.  Bullard, 
Louis  Alexander. 


EXCELSIOR  HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY,  No.  i. 

Foreman,  E.  Bullard. 

First  Assistant  Foreman,  E.  Franks. 

Second  Assistant  Foreman,  W.  F.  Harding. 

Clerk,  C.  E.  Hale. 

Treasurer,  Geo.  Pettis. 

Steward,  James  Pettis. 


Members. 


L.  S.  Rogers, 
E.  L.  Chenery, 
Elijah  Bullard, 
J.  E.  Rogers, 
C.  Coolidge, 
A.  Bestwick, 


L.  E.  Bullard, 
E.  A.  Rhodes, 
R.  W'kiker, 
Neal  McGrory, 
D.  Kennedy, 
H.  W.  Gilmore. 


Alarms. 

April  ii,  8  P.M.,  hay-stack  on  Main  Street  belonging  to  S.  R. 
Maker.     Cause,  pro-incendiary;  damage,  $10. 

April  18,  i  A.M.,  barn  of  G.  M.  Smith,  Main  and  Pleasant 
Streets.  Cause  unknown  ;  barn  consumed,  and  ell  to  house 
slightly  damaged.  Great  credit  is  due  the  companies  for  their 
promptness  and  efficiency  in  saving  the  house  and  adjoining 
houses.  In  this  they  were  greatly  aided  by  the  prompt  and  effi- 
cient assistance  rendered  by  Mr.  D.  D.  Curtis  in  starting  and  run- 
ning their  steam-pump,  thereby  giving  a  constant  and  powerful 
stream  of  water  upon  the  fire  until  all  danger  to  the  surrounding 
buildings  was  past. 

May  12,  ii  A.M.,  fire  in  woods  at  South  End;  damage,  $5. 

May  25,  4  P.M.,  fire  in  woods  of  S.  Ellis  and  H.  Wight ; 
damage  light. 

June  28,  P.M.,  fire  in  woods  at  North  End;  damage  light. 

Sept.  5,  3.20  A.M.,  Hale's  straw-shop.  Cause  unknown.  This 
was  one  of  the  largest  fires  for  years,  and  when  first  discovered 
was  so  far  under  way  that  the  most  that  could  be  done  was  to  save 
the  adjoining  buildings,  which  was  done.  Great  credit  is  due  the 
Department  for  the  able  manner  in  which  each  and  all  performed 
their  duties.  «» 

Oct.  19,  2.40  A.M.,  Fitzgerald  House;  burned  down;  damage 
light. 

Oct.  21,  4  P.M.,  woods,  North  End  ;  damage  light,  $15. 

Oct.  27,  1  P.M.,  woods,  Hamlet  Wight's.  No  general  alarm. 
Damage  about  $20. 

H.  M.  PARKER,  Chief. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


It  is  evident  that  the  Library  thus  far  has  been  a  success,  and 
the  interest  manifested  at  its  foundation  has  not  abated.  It  meets 
a  public  want  that  can  in  no  other  way  be  supplied,  and,  if  not  well 
sustained,  it  will  be  felt  a  public  misfortune.  If  at  first  it  seemed  a 
luxury,  now  it  has  become  almost  a  necessity ;  and,  for  the  amount 
of  money  expended,  it  is  doubtful  if  we  have  any  institution  accom- 
plishing a  greater  good.  The  number  of  volumes  issued  during 
the  year  has  been  ten  thousand,  and  the  general  condition  of  the 
Library  is  very  much  the  same  as  at  the  last  report.  With  the 
hope  of  making  it  more  useful,  and  awakening  a  greater  interest  in 
its  welfare,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  one  or  more  members  be 
added  to  the  present  number  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Trustees, 

J.  H.  RICHARDSON. 


Dr.         Isaac  Fiske,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Library.         Cr. 


i879- 
Feb.     1. 
May    4. 

May  10. 


Jan.  29. 


To  balance  in  the  Treasury,  $(82.13 
To  cash  received,  proceeds  of 

concerts 7°-6° 

To  cash  received  for  books 

sold  and  fines  collected  by 

the  Librarian 


To  cash  received,  being  bal- 
ance of  Dog  Tax  


30.00 


17.49 


J.40J.22 
Feb.  1.     To  balance'in  the  Tieasury.     $13446 


1879. 
Apr.  12.     By  cash  paid  for  binding  old 

books $31-36 

Aug.  27.     By  cash  paid  Holbrook  for 

bird 4 .00 


1880. 

an.  12. 

By    cash    paid    Librarian, 

salary  to  Jan.  1,  1880 

75.00 

By  cash  paid  for  new  books, 

121  vols 

126.40 

By  1  set  Chambers^Ency- 

clop3edia 

29.00 
$265.76 

By    balance    in    hands    of 

Treasurer 

134.46 

$400.22 
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REGISTRAR'S  REPORT. 


REGISTRY  OF  BIRTHS  IN  MKDFIELI)  IN  1S79. 


DATE. 

NAME. 

NAMES  OF  PARENTS. 

fan. 

10 

Henrietta  Mann. 

Jesse  and  Miriam. Mann. 

17 

Alice  G.  Stone. 

George  F.  and  Angie  Stone. 

Fe  >. 

10 

Bertram  11.  Smith. 

William  R.  and  Miry  J.  H.  Smith. 

Feb. 

>  j 

Amanda  E.  Murphv. 

Th  imas  and  Mary  A.  Murphy. 

March 

9 

Mabel  E.  Benjamin. 

Alberc  and  Mary  E.  Benjamin. 

March 

JO 

Forest  Alison  Taber. 

Aimer  C.  and  Etta  H.  Taber. 

March 

22 

Mary  E.  II  am  ant. 

Francis  D.  and  Elizi  C.  Hamant. 

March 

Edwin  A.  Hamilton. 

John  F.  and  Idalette  A.  Hamilton. 

May 

12 

Julia  Mullen. 

Frank  and  Marv  Mullen. 

June 

1 

Harrv  L.  Ricker. 

George  K.  and  Emma  P.  Ricker. 

June 

]  2 

Stella  Schlesemeyer. 

John  H.  and  Marietta  J.  Schlesemeyer 

July 

4 

Abigail  A.  Arguin. 

Thomas  and  Mary  J.  Arguin. 

Aug. 

31 

Hattie  M.  Middlemas. 

James  and  Mary  A.  Middlemas. 

Sept. 

30 

Joseph  P.  Meany. 

David  and  Mary  Meany. 

Oct. 

S 

Eva  Agnes  Gilbert. 

Albion  C.  and  Maggie  Gilbert. 

Nov. 

25 

George  W.  Morrill. 

George  W.  and  Mary  E.  Morrill. 

Dec. 

4 

Nathaniel  F.  Glidden. 

Nathaniel  F.  and  Louise  E.  Glidden. 

Total  number,  17. 


CHAS.  C. 


SEWALL, 

Town  Clerk. 


La.iv  requiring  Parents  and  Others  to  give  A"o!ice  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  Births  and 

Deaths. 
[Revised  Statutes,  Chapter  21,  Section  2.] 

Parents  shall  give  notice  to  the  clerk  of  their  city  or  town  of  the  births  and 
deaths  of  their  children.  Every  householder  shall  give  like  notice  of  every 
birth  or  death  happening  in  his  house.  . .  . 

Whoever  neglects  to  give  such  notice  for  the  space  of  six  months  after  a 
birth  or  death  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars. 

This  law  is  generally  disregarded,  and,  in  consequence,  some  births  in  town 
may  not  be  registered. 
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REGISTRY     OF    DEATHS     IN     MEDFIELD,    AND     OF     PERSONS 
BELONGING  HERE  WHO  DIED  ELSEWHERE,  IN  1879. 


DATE. 

NAME. 

AGE. 

DISEASE. 

Feb. 

2 

M.  Minnie  Turner,  __ 

15  yrs.,    6  mos.,  10  days. 

Consumption. 

Feb. 

T5 

Joseph  Miller, 

81  yrs.,  10  mos.,    8  days. 

Paralysis. 

Feb. 

*5 

Charlotte  Wight, 

73  yrs.,    6  mos.,  15  days. 

Pneumonia. 

Feb. 

17 

Mary  F.  Kendall, 

81  yrs,    8  mos.,    7  days. 

Influenza. 

Feb. 

25 

George  W.  Damon, 

71  yrs.,    9  mos.,    5  days. 

Cancer. 

Feb. 

26 

Lowell  Wiswall, 

55  yrs  ,  10  mos.,  13  days. 

Emphysema  Pul. 

Feb. 

28 

Mary  T.  Howard, 

18  yrs.,    7  mos.,    8  days. 

Tub.  Peritonitis. 

March   8 

Polly  P.  Harding, 

88  yrs.,    7  mos.,    8  days. 

Heart  Disease. 

March  14 

Mabel  May  Morrill, 

3  yrs..    3  mos.,    5  days. 

Convulsions. 

March  19 

Nancy  Guild, 

54  yrs.,    9  mos.,     

Erysipelas. 

April 

20 

Honora  Delaney, 

4  yrs.,    6  mos..  10  days. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

April 

2S 

John  Robinson, 

63  yrs.,    6  mos.,  21  days. 

Cancer. 

May 

27 

Fanny  L.  Pond, 

76  yrs.,    5  mos.,    2  days. 

Heart  Disease. 

May 

30 

Susan  S.  Richards, 

55  yrs.,  10  mos.,    8  days. 

Erysipelas. 

June 

20 

Joseph  P.  Wolfe, 

24  yrs.,    3  days. 

Con>umption. 

July 

26 

Oscar  J.  Codding, 

8  mos.,  12  days. 

Choi.  Infantum. 

Aug. 

15 

Robert  J.  Brennan, 

13  yrs.,     1  mo.,    25  days. 

Drowned. 

Aug. 

15 

Edward  L.  Babcock, 

12  yrs.,    1  mo.,    25  days. 

Drowned. 

Aug. 

25 

Charlotte  J.  Blake, 

18  yrs.,    4  mos.,    

Enteritis. 

Sept. 

14 

Alban  R.  Crane, 

4  yrs.,    8  mos.,  21  days. 

Diphtheria. 

Sept. 

16 

Austin  W.  Crane, 

2  yrs.,    5  mos.,  28  days. 

Diphtheria. 

Oct. 

14 

Rosa  Isabel  Babcock, 

4  yrs.,    5  mos.,  23  days, 

Croup. 

Oct. 

25 

Hattie  M.  Middlemas, 

2  mos., 

Choi.  Infantum. 

Oct. 

26 

Celia  Cushman  Wilson, 

2  yrs.,  1 1  mos.,  24  days. 

Diphtheria. 

Nov. 

4 

Mabel  Estell  Grover, 

17  yrs.,    2  mos.,  10  days. 

CEdema  Pul. 

Nov. 

11 

Addison  M.  Richards, 

20  yrs.,  10  mos.,  17  days. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Dec. 

3 

Joseph  H.  Rich, 

71  yrs.,  10  mos.,  21  days. 

Paralysis. 

Dec. 

8 

Susan  Foster  Turner, 

80  yrs.,    24  days. 

Paralysis. 

Oct. 

1 

Anthony  W.  Cleveland, 

80  yrs.,    5  mos.,  19  days. 

Oct. 

16 

Lucretia  R.  Brown, 

53  yrs.,    

Whole  number  of  deaths,  30. 


5  persons  between  80  and  90  years. 
4  persons  between  70  and  80  years. 
1  person  between  60  and  70  years. 
4  persons  between  50  and  60  years. 


2  persons  between  20  and  30  years. 
6  persons  between  10  and  20  years. 
8  persons  under  5  years. 

CHAS.  C.  SEWALL, 

Town  Clerk. 
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REGISTRY  OF  MARRIAGES  IN  1879. 


Jan. 

10 

Jan. 

18 

Aprr 

3 

April 

10 

April 

— 

June 

18 

July 

14 

Sept. 

-5 

Nov. 

6 

Nov. 

29 

Dec. 

4 

Dec. 

12 

Aug. 

20 

Albert  A  Howe,  ) 
Mary  E.  Tufts,    J 
Addison  M.  Richards,    ( 
Ellen  Amanda  Bullard,  \ 
George  F.  Giles, 
Annie  W.  Babcock 
Eugene  Bonney, 
Ida  C.  Whiting, 
Thomas  Pearson, 
Mrs.  Caroline  A.  Weston 
Frederic  C.  Clark,         ) 
Lizzie  Elfleda  Moody,  ) 
William  P.  Norton 
Sardell  Veasey, 
Jervis  E.  Horr, 
Sarah  E.  Ilutson 
Warren  H.  Adams, 
Elisabeth  F.  Jewett 
Albert  D.  Kingsbury, 
Annie  H.  Ingraham, 
Chailes  Booth, 
Mary  Ingraham, 
Emory  H.  Turner, 
Lydia  A.  Elder, 
Uriah  L.  Wolfe 
Jemima  Lang, 


RESIDENCE. 


Cambridge, 

Medfield, 

Medfield, 

Walpole, 

Norfolk, 

Medfield, 

Medfield, 

Dover, 

Nashua,  N  II., 

Medfield, 

Waltham, 

Medfield, 

Medfield, 

Isleboro',  Me., 

Boston, 

Medfield, 

Medfield, 

Medfield, 

Medfield, 

Medway, 

Medfield, 

Medway, 

Medfield, 

Lewiston,  Me., 

Medfield, 

East  Boston, 


BY    WHOM    MARRIED. 


Rev.  F.  De  Bos,  Medfield, 

Congrega'l  clergyman. 

Rev.  R.  II.   Howard,  So. 

Walpole,  Meth.  clerg'n. 

Rev.  G.  Pierce,  Medfield, 

pastor  1st  Cong.  Soc. 
Rev.    P.   Finch,    Natick, 
Congrega'l   clergyman. 

No  return  made. 

Rev.  J.  II.  Gilbert,  Med- 
field, pastor  Bap.  Ch. 
Rev.  N.  A.  Avery, 

Lewiston,  Me. 
Rev.  Geo.  H.  Pratt,  Med- 
field, pastor. 
Rev.  Granville  Pierce, 

Medfield. 
Rev.  E.  O.  Jameson, 

Medway. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Gilbert, 

Medfield. 
Rev.  Wm.  G.  Haskell, 

Lewiston. 

Rev.  J.  Wright,  S.  Bost'n, 

without  certif.  fr.  Med. 


Total  number,  13. 


CHAS.  C.  SEWALL, 

Town  Clerk. 


29 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Commonwealth,  the 
citizens  of  Medfield  have  entrusted  us  with  the  care  of  the  public 
schools.  Having  attended  to  the  duties  assigned  us,  we  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report :  — 

There  is  scarcely  need  to  speak  of  the  relative  importance  of  the 
educational  department  in  our  town  affairs.  Nearly  one-fifth  of  the 
entire  population,  in  a  town  like  this,  is  at  that  age  which  may  be 
termed  the  formative  period  of  life,  and  which  is  wisely  designated 
by  the  statute  as  the  school-age.  During  this  period  must  be 
largely  determined  what  these  men  and  women  of  the  near  future 
are,  intellectually,  to  be.  Whether  they  are  to  be  cultivated  or  boor- 
ish, whether  they  are  to  be  the  intelligent  leaders  in  correct  public 
opinion,  or  only  the  blind  tools  of  designing  and  corrupt  men,  is  a 
question,  the  answer  to  which  is  found  very  largely  in  the  quality  of 
their  present  training  ;  and  it  is  a  question  second  in  importance  to 
none  we  are  ever  called  to  consider  in  our  public  capacity. 

We  live  in  a  time,  however,  when  our  school  system  is  assailed 
from  various  quarters.  There  seems  to  be  a  conjunction  of  hostile 
influences  which  threatens  the  efficiency,  if  not  the  very  existence, 
of  popular  education.  A  low  estimate  of  the  importance  of  education 
itself ;  a  sordid  determination  to  pay  out  as  little  money  as  possible, 
whatever  interests  suffer, —  and  the  designs  of  a  foreign  hierarchy 
which  fears  intelligence  and  independent  thought, —  all  combine  to 
destroy  confidence  in  and  cripple  the  working  of  the  public  schools. 
It  is  not  for  us  to  hold  lightly  by  those  institutions  by  which  Mas- 
sachusetts has  attained  to  what  she  is  in  moulding  the  thought  of 
the  nation,  but  rather  to  guard  them  with  constant  vigilance. 

NATURK  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  child  is  a  bundle  of  powers  and  faculties,  as  yet  chiefly  in 
an  undeveloped  state.  Whether  he  will  accomplish  anything  in  the 
world  depends  upon  whether  those  powers  are  developed  or  not  : 
what  he  will  do  depends  upon  which  ol    them  are    most    largely 
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developed.  Development  of  some  sort  there  will  be  :  the  street 
and  other  adverse  agencies  will  take  care  that  enough  of  useless 
and  undesirable  manifestations  appear.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  combined  influence  of  parents  and  teachers  shall 
be  able  to  give  him  such  a  training  as  will  make  him  a  valuable 
member  of  society. 

Memorizing  is  not  all  that  is  required  in  this  work.  Education 
is  the  leading  forth  of  the  powers,  and  exercising  therrrmi  doing: 
it  is  by  doing  that  one  comes  to  know  in  the  true  sense,  rather  than 
by  memorizing.  Without  a  course  of  training  which  has  this  ten- 
dency, words  are  empty  sound,  and  facts  lie  useless  in  the  pupil's 
possession. 

Happily,  this  point  is  better  understood,  or  at  least  more  gen- 
erally admitted,  by  teachers  now  than  formerly  j  yet  results  seem 
to  show  that  still  farther  consideration  of  it  may  not  be  in  vain. 
This  principle  will  be  of  use  also  to  parents  and  committees  in 
rightly  estimating  progress  on  the  part  of  pupils. 

Symmetrical  development  is  to  be  aimed  at,  also,  in  true  educa- 
tion. The  world  is  full  of  one-sided  people,  developed  in  a  single 
direction  only.  The  personal  preference  of  the  pupil  is  by  no 
means  a  sure  indication  of  what  it  is  best  for  him  to  learn  or  to  do. 
Some  one  has  said  in  regard  to  choice  of  reading  that,  if  one  leans 
very  strongly  to  the  reading  of  one  particular  class  of  books,  those 
are  the  books  he  ought  not  to  read,  for  the  reason  that  they  inten- 
sity in  him  that  which  is  already  too  strong,  and  his  mind  will  grow 
more  and  more  misshapen.  The  same^ thing  holds  true  in  the 
school,  and  sufficiently  explains  why  a  diversity  of  studies  should 
be  taken  by  the  pupil  during  his  course. 

If  one  delights  to  bury  himself  in  the  arithmetic,  and  to  cover 
quires  of  paper  with  figures,  there  is  no  danger  but  that  he  will  get 
enough  of  that  branch.  The  duty  of  the  judicious  teacher  will  be 
to  lead  his  mind  in  some  different  direction ;  to  teach  him  compo- 
sition or  physical  geography,  to  sing  or  to  draw, —  something  that 
will  develop  him  on  some  other  side.  And  the  reverse  is  also  true. 
If  one  is  sailing  merrily  on  in  other  things,  and  does  not  care  about 
mathematics,  he  is  the  very  one  that  should  ballast  his  craft  with 
a  considerable  amount  of  that  useful  commodity.  It  is  true  that 
there  is  a  reasonable  limit  to  the  number  of  studies  to  be  pursued 
in  a  school :  the  circumstances  of  the  school  fix  that  matter.  But 
there  must  be  variety  in  the  pursuits  of  every  individual  pupil. 


3i 
DISCIPLINE. 

In  the  absence  of  proper  discipline,  nothing  valuable  can  be  ac- 
complished. By  discipline,  we  do  not  mean  simply  that  aspect  of 
it  which  is  seen  in  reproof  or  punishment ;  that  exhibition  of  stern 
force  in  the  school-room,  by  which  the  stronger  subdues  the  weaker 
and  holds  him  in  an  attitude  of  terror.  Punishment,  it  is  true,  is 
sometimes  necessary,  and  is,  moreover,  when  properly  administered, 
an  act  of  kindness  ;  both  as  a  means  of  correction  and  amendment 
to  those  who  are  otherwise  incorrigible,  and  of  just  protection  to 
those  who  are  well  disposed.  But,  with  the  judicious  teacher, 
this  is  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule.  What  we  desire  is  a  wise 
and  entire  control  in  the  affairs  of  the  school-room  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher,  and  a  hearty  yielding  to  that  control  on  the  part  of  the 
pupils.  It  is  that  condition  of  teachableness,  presupposed  in  the 
very  existence  of  a  school.  We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  say  that 
this  state  of  things  exists  at  present  to  so  great  an  extent  in  our 
own  schools. 

Such  discipline  is  useful  in  another  way,  and  this  is  by  no  means 
the  least  of  its  usefulness.  Respect  for  and  obedience  to  rightful 
authority  is  one  of  the  prime  requisites  in  a  good  citizen.  A  spirit 
of  insubordination,  manifested  in  impatience  of  any  restraint,  and 
in  a  lack  of  reverence  for  that  which  is  in  itself  deserving  of  respect, 
has  grown  very  fond  of  showing  its  unblest  presence  in  these  days 
of  ours.  To  curb  this  pernicious  tendency,  nothing  can  be  more 
effective  than  a  wise  and  salutary  discipline  steadily  maintained 
through  the  nine  or  ten  years  of  school-life. 

GRADING. 

No  one,  it  is  presumed,  can  be  found  to  deny  the  desirability  of 
having  schools  graded  where  it  is  practicable.  If  it  is  needful  to 
place  pupils  in  classes  according  to  age  and  advancement,  it  is 
equally  desirable  that  the  school,  when  large,  should  be  divided 
into  grades. 

But  in  a  small  town  it  is  not  practicable  to  have  thoroughly 
graded  schools.  The  fewness  of  the  pupils  in  some  localities  for- 
bids it.  Even  if  all  the  pupils  in  town  were  brought  together  at 
one  point,  with  sufficient  facilities,  the  grades  could  not  well  be 
made  to  represent  the  several  degrees  of  advancement,  as  i>  done 
in  cities.     We  must  be  content,  therefore,  to  endure  the  disadvan- 
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tages  incident  to  our  condition,  trying  to  reduce  these  disadvan- 
tages to  the  lowest  point.  This  problem  has  occupied  much  of 
the  committee's  thought  and  attention. 

We  have  not  the  requisite  number  of  families  to  fall  under  the 
statute  demanding  the  establishment  of  a  separate  High  School  j 
and  the  number  of  pupils  fitted  to  enter  such  a  school  is  very 
small.  This  arises  not  altogether  from  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  the  lower  schools  in  former  years,  but  various  inducements 
call  away  many  of  the  older  pupils  from  school  entirely.  Yet  it 
seems  desirable  that  those  who  are  disposed  to  remain  in  school 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so  in  their  own  town,  rather 
than  be  obliged  to  seek  such  advantages  elsewhere.  Accordingly, 
an  advanced  class  has  been  established  at  the  Centre,  to  which  all 
who  are  qualfied,  throughout  the  town,  are  desired  to  come.  In 
order  to  furnish  accommodations  for  this,  it  was  necessary  to  place 
as  many  pupils  as  possible  on  the  lower  floor  at  the  Centre  School. 
A  partition  was  therefore  made,  dividing  the  lower  room  into  two 
parts.  By  this  means,  eighty-four  seats  for  younger  children  were 
placed  on  that  floor,  and  two  teachers  employed  for  them. 

The  question  then  came,  Shall  we  take  the  upper  two  classes 
from  all  the  schools  and  place  them  under  the  care  of  the  master 
at  the  Centre  ?  Several  objections  appeared.  Some  pupils  living 
far  out  found  it  inconvenient  to  attend  at  the  Centre.  Then,  again, 
by  taking  away  so  many  from  the  North  and  South  Schools,  there 
were  left  but  a  small  number,  and  those  of  the  younger  children. 
This  reduced  greatly  the  enthusiasm  and  interest  of  the  school,  in 
the  opinion  of  many.  And  furthermore,  even  with  the  clumsy  con- 
trivance of  the  partition  in  the  lower  room  at  the  Centre,  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  send  up  a  third  class  into  the  master's  room, 
for  the  lack  of  room  for  them  below ;  which,  together  with  those 
properly  belonging  there,  gave  the  prospect  of  so  overcrowding 
that  school  as  to  cripple  its  efficiency  and  defeat  the  very  object 
we  had  in  view  for  the  older  pupils. 

The  plan  adopted,  after  long  consideration,  was  to  have  one  class 
at  the  Centre,  made  up  of  representatives  from  all  sections  of  the 
town,  to  be  called  the  advanced  class,  and  to  which  pupils  from  all 
the  schools  were  to  be  admitted  on  satisfactory  evidence  of  qualifi- 
cation ;  keeping  back  at  the  North  and  South  those  who  were  not 
able  to  reach  the  standard  of  that  class,  or  who,  for  other  reasons, 
preferred,  for  the  remainder  of  this  year,  to  remain  where  they 
were. 


To  meet  the  wants  of  these  older  pupils  in  the  North  and  South 
Schools,  it  was  proposed  to  employ,  if  possible,  male  teachers. 
This,  fortunately,  the  committee  were  able  to  do  for  the  present 
year. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

The  South  School,  with  its  tasteful  and  convenient  building,  is 
excellently  accommodated. 

The  North  School,  as  for  some  years  past,  occupies  but  one  of 
the  two  rooms  there.  What  visions  filled  the  minds  of  those  who 
erected  a  building  there  with  two  rooms,  and  at  the  same  time 
located  it  considerably  farther  away  from  the  centre  of  popula- 
tion than  the  old  one,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  A  single  room  is 
more  than  adequate  for  the  school  in  that  part  of  the  town  ;  and,  in 
its  present  location,  the  unoccupied  room  is  wholly  unavailable  for 
the  increased  school  population  which  clusters  closely  about  the 
village,  and  which,  from  the  business  prospects  of  the  town,  ap- 
pears likely  to  do  so  for  some  time  to  come.  The  building,  though 
somewhat  defaced  in  the  interior,  is  yet  sound  and  serviceable. 

The  Centre  School-house  was  planned  for  two  good  rooms,  and 
only  two.  The  partitioning  of  the  lower  room,  already  referred  to, 
was  a  temporary  makeshift,  necessitated  by  the  increased  atten- 
dance, and  by  the  effort  to  provide  in  the  upper  room  advantages  for 
the  advanced  pupils.  With  the  number  of  small  children  in  attend- 
ance there,  it  cannot  at  present  be  dispensed  with.  But  the  contriv- 
ance makes  out  of  one  excellent,  well-proportioned,  and  pleasant 
room,  two  rooms,  both  of  which  are  as  awkward,  inconvenient, 
and  uninviting  for  school  purposes  as  can  probably  be  found  in  the 
region.  Only  one  advantage  has  been  gained, —  the  possibility  of 
placing  eighty-four  pupils  "in  that  story;  but  it  is  at  the  sacrifice  of 
nearly  everything  that,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  is  ordinarily  con- 
sidered as  going  to  make  a  school-room  convenient  or  attractive. 
The  committee  consider  that  the  efficiency  of  those  two  schools  is 
seriously  impaired  by  the  character  of  the  accommodations. 

Another  room  suitable  for  a  primary  school  should  be  provided  ; 
leaving  the  intermediate  department  in  possession  of  the  lower 
room  as  it  was  originally  built,  and  for  which  it  is  admirably 
adapted.  The  lack  of  a  .suitable  room  which  might  be  hired  for 
school  purposes  has  prevented  the  committee  from  making  this 
much  needed  change. 


STUDIES  AND  METHODS. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fall  term,  the  committee  urged  upon 
the  teachers  the  importance  of  making  thorough  reviews  and  exam- 
inations, so  as  to  determine  as  nearly  as  possible  the  actual  standing 
of  pupils  in  the  several  branches  pursued.  It  is  obvious  that  no 
proper  classification  of  a  school  can  be  made,  except  upon  actual 
rather  than  assumed  proficiency.  There  has  existed,  among  both 
parents  and  children,  a  prejudice  against  the  necessary  reviews  in 
the  various  branches  ;  and  teachers  have  sometimes  yielded  to  this 
feeling  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  interests  of  the  schools  required. 
The  result  has  been  a  degree  of  unsoundness  in  first  principles, 
which  is  very  detrimental. 

There  is  not  a  surplus  of  appliances  for  the  teaching  of  the 
several  branches  in  the  schools,  though  a  little  has  been  done  in 
the  way  of  wall  maps.  In  the  teaching  of  geography,  a  globe  is 
as  necessary  as  a  map  ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  aid  of  such  appliances 
that  correct  ideas  can  be  given  to  children.  It  is  not  good  econ- 
omy to  employ  teachers  and  yet  withhold  the  very  things  essential 
to  their  efficiency. 

In  the  teaching  of  reading  to  the  youngest  classes,  we  have 
adopted  the  word  method  more  fully  than  in  previous  years,  and 
with  very  satisfactory  success.  The  suggestions  contained  in 
Appleton's  Series  of  Readers  have  been  followed  to  some  extent  in 
the  middle  and  lower  classes,  and  advancement  has  been  made 
toward  a  more  natural  and  expressive  manner. 

In  speaking  of  reading  in  the  upper  classes,  we  have  to  do  with 
reading  more  as  an  art ;  the  pupils  have  passed  that  stage  when 
"  to  read'"1  means  merely  to  call  the  words  ;  we  expect  that  there 
will  be  some  apprehension,  on  their  part,  of  the  author's  meaning, 
and  that  they  will  be  able  to  convey  that  meaning  by  vocal  effort. 
In  this  we  may  expect  too  much,  it  is  true,  considering  that  there 
are  but  few  good  readers  among  the  people  generally ;  and  our 
schools  may  not  be  below  those  in  some  other  places  in  this  respect. 
But,  in  comparison  with  the  best  schools,  we  discover  that  we  are  at 
a  great  discount.  The  most  glaring  defect  is  the  lack  of  that  nice 
articulation  which  characterizes  all  cultivated  speech.  Its  absence 
is  observable  in  the  various  recitations  as  well  as  in  the  reading. 
There  is  also  lack  of  a  clear  and  natural  tone  of  voice  ;  and  there 
seems  to  be  a  foolish  reluctance  to  render  the  sentiment  and  mean- 
ing of  the  piece,  as  far  even  as  it  is  understood,  in  the  presence  of 
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auditors.  These  are  habits  brought  up  from  the  middle  and  lower 
classes,  from  which  it  seems  difficult  to  break  away.  They  origi- 
nate in  the  absence  of  phonetic  drill  in  past  years,  and  in  the  tire- 
some reiteration  of  the  same  pieces,  most  of  which  were  entirely 
beyond  the  grade  of  the  pupil's  apprehension,  and  in  which  it  was 
not  possible  for  him  to  feel  much  interest.  And  so  he  ground  them 
out,  day  after  clay,  thinking  all  was  well,  so  long  as  he  could  man- 
age to  call  all  the  words  right ;  and,  what  was  worse,  the  teacher 
seemed  to  think  so  too.  But  with  readers  and  methods  in  the  lower 
classes  better  adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  with  some  supply  of 
supplementary  reading  of  proper  grade  which  should  be  provided 
for  by  the  town,  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  improvement  in  this 
very  important  branch. 

It  is  due  to  the  teachers  to  say  that  they  are  endeavoring,  in  the 
portion  of  time  which  can  be  allotted  to  this  part  of  their  work,  to 
improve  the  character  of  the  reading  in  the  upper  classes,  though 
their  success  has  not  been  hitherto  what  they  desire. 

We  believe  that  some  knowledge  of  drawing  is  of  great  value  to 
every  person,  and  that  the  elements  should  be  regularly  taught 
in  public  schools.  But,  with  the  great  number  of  classes  on  their 
hands,  our  teachers  have  not  been  able  to  give  the  degree  of  atten- 
tion to  this  matter  that  its  importance  demands.  We  hope  that 
something  more  definite  will  soon  be  attempted. 

The  lessons  in  singing,  by  Mr.  Ord,  have  been  continued  through 
the  year  with  good  results.  His  genial  manner  and  skilful  man- 
agement of  the  lessons  have  made  that  attention  to  elementary  study 
in  singing,  which  is  sometimes  irksome,  a  pleasure.  The  improve- 
ment has  been  more  manifest  during  this  year  than  in  the  preced- 
ing, as  was  expected  from  the  preparation  which  that  first  year 
afforded.  It  will  be  a  fortunate  thing  for  the  healthy  musical 
development  of  the  children  in  this  town,  if  we  shall  be  able  to 
continue  his  lessons  through  the  coming  year. 

CENTRE  PRIMARY   SCHOOL. 

This  school  has  been  for  another  year  under  the  charge  of  Miss 
Wight.  It  is  needless  to  say,  to  those  who  have  known  her  energy 
and  skill  hitherto,  that  the  school  is  a  very  great  success.  No 
more  gratifying  sight  can  be  witnessed  than  that  of  these  little 
one's,  as  they  here  commence  to  ascend  the  hill  of  learning.  Miss 
Wight  has  been  very  successful  during  the  past  year  in  the  adop- 
tion of  some  new  methods  of  instruction  for  youngest  children. 
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CENTRE  INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOL. 

This  school  has  been  under  the  faithful  instruction  of  Miss 
Woods,  as  for  several  terms  previously.  This  is  an  important  posi- 
tion to  fill.  This  school  is  a  stepping-stone  from  the  primary  to 
the  master's  room.  Here  the  primary  school  ways  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  left  behind,  and  the  pupil  must  learn  to  work  more  by 
himself.  The  school  exhibits  great  diversity  in  age,  on  account  of 
several  children  belonging  to  families  that  have  recently  come  to 
the  place,  and  not  having  enjoyed  the  same  advantages  elsewhere, 
though  seemingly  old  enough,  are  yet  not  sufficiently  advanced  for 
promotion  to  the  Upper  School.  The  room,  being  upon  the  north 
side  of  the  building,  and  being  entirely  shut  off  by  the  partition 
from  all  light  in  any  other  direction,  is  particularly  dark  and  cheer- 
less in  the  winter.  In  spite  of  all  drawbacks,  however,  a  good 
measure  of  success  has  been  achieved  ;  and  the  teacher  has  spared 
no  pains  to  make  the  school  everything  that  could  reasonably  be 
expected  of  it. 

UPPER  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Small  closed  his  connection  with  this  school  at  the  end  of 
the  spring  term.  The  committee  then  looked  about  for  a  teacher 
to  take  that  position.  They  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the 
services  of  Mr.  C.  N.  Eently,  a  gentleman  previously  known  to  a 
portion  of  the  committee  as  a  popular  and  successful  teacher.  He 
entered  upon  his  work  at  the  beginning  of  September,  and  by  his 
tact,  enthusiasm,  and  genial  bearing,  soon  had  the  school  busily 
and  pleasantly  at  work.  His  success  thus  far  gives  promise  of  a 
year  of  more  than  ordinary  progress.  The  school  averages 
younger  than  for  several  years,  as  a  considerable  number  of  the 
older  pupils  left  school  at  the  close  of  the  spring  term.  The  pro- 
portion of  boys  in  the  school  is  also  much  smaller  than  it  has  been 
hitherto. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Mason,  who  had  taught  this  school  for  several  terms, 
resigned  at  the  end  of  last  year;  and  the  committee  obtained  the 
services  of  Mr.  Herbert  F.  Sylvester,  a  graduate  of  the  Newton 
High  School.  Though  without  previous  experience  in  conducting 
a  school,  he  was  conversant  with  school-work  as  it  is  carried  on  in 
the  excellent  schools  where  he  has  resided  ;  and  he  has  brought  to 
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his  work  such  a  degree  of  energy  and  evident  determination  to 
succeed  that  a  very  marked  improvement  has  been  constantly 
observable.  Indolence  and  aversion  to  proper  control  have  had 
little  chance  of  indulgence  under  his  administration.  The  com- 
mittee have  had  no  cause  of  regret  in  placing  a  male  teacher  in 
charge  of  this  school  ;  and  they  see  no  reason,  if  the  present 
arrangement  of  classes  is  continued,  why  the  same  course  should 
not  be  pursued  in  the  future.  Mr.  Sylvester  has  certainly  shown 
us  what  vivacity  in  the  teacher  can  do  for  a  school. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Morrill  completed  the  spring  term,  and  then  secured  a  posi- 
tion more  advantageous  to  herself.  We  had  the  good  fortune  to 
engage  Dr.  J.  S.  Burns,  who  had  been  a  practical  teacher  for  sev- 
eral years ;  and  having  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  Southern  cli- 
mate, which  he  had  chosen  in  commencing  his  profession,  and  to 
come  North  for  recuperation,  he  entered  again  upon  the  work  of 
teaching.  He  brought  therefore  to  his  aid  the  results  of  experi- 
ence. The  North  School  had  been  for  several  terms  in  a  condition 
very  unsatisfactory  to  the  committee.  The  order  and  quiet  neces- 
sary for  the  prosecution  of  school-work  had  been  almost  unknown. 
Some  improvement  had  been  manifest  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
indeed ;  yet  the  committee  looked  forward  to  the  fall  term  with 
confident  expectation  of  better  things,  and  they  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed. The  school  is  steadily  improving  in  discipline  and 
scholarship  under  Dr.  Burns'  direction.  We  have  been  exception- 
ally favored  in  securing  his  services  the  present  year. 

OBSTACLES  TO  BE  OVERCOME. 

The  committee  have  repeatedly  called  attention  to  the  seeming 
apathy  and  indifference  of  parents.  It  is  not  that  they  are  wholly 
indifferent,  but  that  few  show  that  interest  in  the  school-work  of 
their  children  which  its  importance  requires.  A  manifestation  of 
interest  would  do  much  to  supplement  the  labors  of  committee  and 
teachers. 

A  lack  of  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  school  and  with  the 
methods  and  discipline  necessary  to  secure  them,  on  the  part  of 
parents  or  guardians,  is  a  hinderance  to  prosperity,  especially  if 
expressed  in  presence  of  the  children.      It  is  a  mistaken    kindness. 

Encouragement  of  the  children  in  becoming  absorbed  in  outside 


3* 

affairs,  so  that  they  have  little  energy  or  interest  remaining  for 
the  important  business  of  obtaining  education,  is  another  powerful 
means  of  hindering  school  progress. 

It  is  often  asked,  Why  do  children  not  now  display  the  same 
interest  in  school  that  was  evident  a  generation  ago  ?  The  answer 
is  largely  found  in  the  absorbing  effect  of  outside  influences,  many 
of  which  are  either  useless  or  pernicious  in  their  nature.  The 
attention  of  legislators  is  at  this  very  time  directed  to  some  method 
of  preventing  mercenary  persons  from  carrying  on  their  business 
of  exhibiting  children  upon  the  stage.  Various  exciting  amuse- 
ments also,  and  the  great  number  of  books  which  are  read,  tend 
in  the  same  direction.  Indeed,  in  towns  where  great  libraries  are 
constantly  open,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  limit,  by  a  stringent 
rule,  the  number  of  books,  especially  of  fiction,  which  are  issued  to 
pupils  of  the  public  schools. 

Irregularity  in  attendance,  from  whatever  cause,  is  another  dis- 
turbing influence.  Each  lesson  depends,  in  some  degree,  upon  the 
preceding  one ;  and,  if  that  is  missed,  a  certain  rottenness  at  the 
core  will  be  perceived  in  subsequent  performances. 

The  facility  of  employment  suited  to  young  persons  is  allowed 
to  take  away  too  many  of  the  older  pupils  from  school  before  the 
possibilities  of  public  education  can  be  shown.  Could  this  tendency 
be  counteracted  in  some  way,  we  should  have  something  more  of 
the  culture  of  the  schools  among  the  youth,  alongside  that  of  the 
workshop  and  the  factory. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

One  year  ago,  owing  to  an  oversight  in  balancing  the  accounts, 
it  was  supposed  that  we  had  expended  about  $100  less  than  had 
been  actually  expended ;  and,  on  the  strength  of  that  supposition, 
the  appropriation  was  made  $2,200  instead  of  $2,300,  as  in  the 
preceding  year.  A  bill  for  coal  for  the  Centre  School,  of  nearly 
$100,  was  omitted  from  the  account  by  mistake  ;  and  this  had  to  be 
provided  for.  We  ask  for  the  coming  year  the  sum  heretofore 
appropriated,  with  the  addition  of  $100,  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tion made  through  the  mistake  referred  to,  making  $2,400. 
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PERCENTAGE  OF  ATTENDANCE. 


Schools. 

Spring  Term. 

Fall  Term. 

Winter  Term 

Centre  Primary, 

.80 

.85 

.84 

Centre  Intermediate, 

.76 

.88 

•95 

Upper  School, 

•83 

•94 

.91 

South  School, 

.86 

.91 

•94 

North  School, 

.67 

.91 

.82 

*  Unfinished 

term. 

WHOLE  NUMBER. 


The  entire  number  of  children  of  school-age  in  the  town,  as 
returned  to  the  town  authorities  last  May,  is  222.  Registered  in 
school,  spring  term,  188  ;  fall  term,  193  ;  winter  term,  192. 


SCHOOL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1879-80. 


Length  of 

Schools  in 

IVeeks. 

Wages  of  Teachers 
per  month. 

Whole  No.    •      A  verage 
of  Scholars.     Attenda?ice . 

8   <u 

8  s     . 

Schools. 

4 

3     * 

•a 

1 
3 

1 

1 

•5 

K 
^ 

g 

i 

V." 

Upper,   .     . 
Grammar,  . 
Primary,      . 
North,    .     . 
South,    .     . 

12 

12 
12 
12 

12 
12 
12 
12 

14* 

.4* 

'4* 
14* 

,  $80.00 
36.00 
36.00 
36.00 
36.00 

$70.00 
36.00 
36.00 
36.00 
36.00 

$70.00 
36.00 
36.00 
36.00 
36  00 

46 
42 
39 
36 
25 

45 
41 
40 
33 
35 

47 
39 
38 
34 
34 

38 
32 
31 
24 
21 

43 
36 
34 

30 

42 

37 
32 
28 
3i 

O 
O 
O 
O 
O 

iS 
0 
0 

Still  in  session. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Not  Absent  or  Tardy  during  Three  Terms. 

Affie    Hanks,    Cassie    Sullivan,    Henry    Marshall,    Mariette    A. 
Hamant,  Samuel  1).  Guild. 

Not  Absent  or  Tardy  during  Two  'Terms. 

Lottie    Richardson,   Allan  A.  Kingsbury,  G.    Delano    Hamant, 
Delia  Lambert,  Annie   M.  Guild,  Mary  Briggs,  Bertha  O'Connor, 
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Fannie   L.   O'Connor,  William   F.  O'Connor,  Addie    Briggs,  Vettie 
Allen.  Willie  Gilbert.  Willie  Morse,  Willard  Newell,  Fred  Wood. 

Not  Absent  or  Tardy  for  One  Term. 

Florence  Pettis,  Manford  Sweet,  Ada  Richardson,  Mary  Hewins, 
Kitty  Whittemore,  Bracey  Curtis,  Alex.  Daniels,  Waldo  Fitts, 
Alfred  Gould,  Cora  Crosby,  Alva  Crowell,  Warren  Newell,  Frank 
W.  French,  John  M.  Richardson,  Charles  A.  Schools,  Lena 
Allen,  Alice  M.  Wight,  Fannie  Gilley,  Alice  Fitzgerald,  Mary  E. 
Harding,  Lucyas  Strang,  Addie  Turner,  Orra  Guild,  Margaret 
Callahan,  Lizzie  Cromwell,  Carrie  Gilmore,  May  A.  Lambert, 
Walter  Brigham,  Cora  Bullard,  Eddie  Briggs,  Mary  Griffin,  Emma 
Weston,  Minnie  Crosby,  Flora  Pond,  John  Brennan,  David  Miller. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  TILDEN, 
In  behalf  of  the  Committee. 
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TRUANT  LAWS. 


Article  i.  The  town  of  Medfield  hereby  avails  itself  of  the  several  pro- 
visions of  the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  now  in  force,  relating  to  habitual 
truants  and  absentees  from  school,  and,  in  pursuance  of  authority  conferred 
thereby,  adopts  the  following  by-laws  :  — 

Article  2.  All  children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years,  residing 
in  said  town,  and  who  may  be  found  wandering  about  in  the  streets  or  public 
places  of  said  town,  having  no  lawful  occupation  or  business,  not  attending 
school,  and  growing  up  in  ignorance,  shall  be  committed  to  some  truant  school 
in  Norfolk  County;  or,  in  the  absence  of  any  such  school  in  the  county,  then  to 
such  other  truant  school  as  may  be  designated  by  the  proper  authority,  for  con- 
finement, instruction,  and  discipline. 

Article  3.  Two  or  more  truant  officers  shall  be  appointed  annually,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  all  the  violations  of  the  truant  laws,  and  of  the 
law  relating  to  compulsory  education,  and  to  do  all  the  acts  required  of  them 
by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Article  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  truant  officer,  previous  to  making 
any  complaint  under  these  laws,  to  notify  the  truant,  or  absentee  from  school, 
also  his  parent  or  guardian,  of  the  offence  committed,  and  of  the  penalty  there- 
for; and,  if  the  truant  officer  can  obtain  satisfactory  pledges  for  the  restraint 
and  reformation  of  the  child,  he  may  at  his  discretion  forbear  to  prosecute,  so 
long  as  such  pledges  are  faithfully  kept. 

Article  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  School  Committee,  the  teachers  of 
the  public  schools,  and  the  citizens  generally,  to  aid  the  truant  officers  as  far  as 
possible  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Article  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  truant  officers  to  keep  a  full  record 
of  all  their  official  acts,  and  make  an  annual  report  thereof  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee, who  shall  publish  the  same  with  their  own  report. 

Article  7.  Nothing  in  these  by-laws  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  alter  or 
impair  the  obligation  and  duty  of  teachers  to  enforce  punctuality  and  regularity 
of  attendance,  and  to  preserve  good  order  and  discipline. 

This  form  of  by-laws  has  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  is 
sent  to  the  Committees  of  the  several  towns,  as  a  suitable  form  to  be  adopted 
by  them. 

JOHN  W.  DICKINSON, 

Sec.  Board  of  Education. 
Boston,  January,  1879. 

Read  and  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  town  of  Medfield,  Jan.  6,  1SS0. 

Attest:  CHAS.  C.  SEW  ALL,   Town  Clerk. 

Norfolk,  ss.  Probate  Court,  February,  1S80. 

The  foregoing  Truant  Laws,  adopted  by  the  town  of   Medfield,  are   hereby 

approved. 

GEORGE  WHITE, 

Judge  of  the  Probate  Court. 


